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Regular Meeting of the City Council

May 25, 2021

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. via remote.

COUNCILORS PRESENT: Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, LaForest, Oleskiewicz,
Wilkinson. Absent: Lamb, Sweeney.

Start of the meeting was delayed to accommodate technical difficulties; the webinar was only
available through audio.

Councilor LaForest read the following statement regarding COVID- 19. Pursuant to Governor
Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c.
30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on the number of
people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the North Adams City Council is being
conducted via remote participation and in City Council Chambers. No in-person attendance of
members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public
can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order.

A moment of silence was held to honor Cecilia Bolus, long time cafeteria manager at the East
School, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Vice President LaForest called for approval of the minutes for the May 11, 2021 meeting. On the
motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Blackmer, the minutes were approved.

Vice President LaForest called for hearing of visitors. Trevor Gilman spoke with regard to the
management of the Harriman Airport, asking that language be added requiring future
volunteers/employees have some level of experience before serving.

11,966 A communication submitted by Council President Hopkins, tendering his
resignation effective Friday, May 21, 2021.

Without objection, the Vice President asked to pull paper 11,966 to the front of the agenda to
address Council President Hopkins’ resignation before moving forward with other agenda items.
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On the motion of Councilor Harpin, and duly seconded by Councilor Blackmer, it was VOTED:

to accept the resignation, 6 votes yea, no nays.

Citing Council Rules, Vice President LaForest was sworn in as Council President by the Clerk
for the remainder of Councilor Hopkins’ term. President LaForest stated that due to the lack of
video, all further agenda items would be decided via roll call vote.

A discussion about how to move forward with filling position of Vice President followed.

Councilors Blackmer, Bona, and Harpin proposed that the selection of a vice president be placed
on the agenda for the next meeting, and the selection be done by vote. Councilor Harpin noted
that not all Councilors were in attendance, and it would be best to conduct the vote with all
members present.

Without objection, the President pulled paper 11, 967 forward on the agenda.

11,967 Communication submitted by Councilor Blackmer regarding the process of
filling the vacancy following the resignation of Council President Hopkins.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, and duly seconded by Councilor Harpin, the
communication was moved to file. Councilor Blackmer, per her communication, offered two
options for moving ahead to fill the empty seat, both including a request for letters of interest.

Discussion ensued about whether to solicit letters of interest, or to move the recipient of the next
highest vote tally into the position.

Councilor Blackmer made a motion that the opening be publicly announced, with interested
parties submitting a letter of interest to the Clerk by noon on Friday, May 28, 2021. A special
meeting would be held on Tuesday, June 1, 2021 at 7:30 pm, with addressing the vacant seat as
the only agenda item. Interested parties would be invited to speak for a maximum of five
minutes, followed by a vote by the Council. The winning candidate would be sworn in
Wednesday, June 2, 2021, making himlher eligible to participate in both the upcoming meetings
for June. Councilor Wilkinson seconded the motion. The Council accepted the motion with a
roll call vote. Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, LaForest, Oleskiewicz, and Wilkinson voted
yea, no nay votes.

11,790 Communication submitted by (then) Council President Bona regarding short term
rentals and the requirements of the City. In City Council on March 9, this was
voted to postpone to the meeting of May 25, 2021.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED: to
postpone the meeting to June 22; 6 yea votes, no nays.

11,958-1 An ordinance amending Section 12 of Chapter Z of the Revised Ordinances of the
City of North Adams, voted to postpone to the meeting of May 25, and
referred to the General Government Committee.
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Councilor Blackmer delivered a report based on the General Government meeting held May 5,
2021, in favor of amending 12.3, 12.4, 13, and Appendix A. Councilor Wilkinson stated his
support of the report as presented. On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by
Councilor Blackmer, it was VOTED: to hold a joint public hearing with the Planning Board on
June 14, 2021 at 5:30 pm. The motion passed by yea and nay vote, 6 ayes, no nays.

11,955 An ordinance to amend the North Adams Zoning map by expanding and
extending northerly to Massachusetts Avenue the present B-2 District, so
as to rezone all the Assessors Map 97, Lot 8 as zone district B-2, which was
passed to a second reading and published as required by law.

On the motion of Councilor Blackmer, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED: to
adopt by yea and nay vote, 6 yeas, no nays.

11,962 Mayor’s communication #30 recommending Peter Breen for reappointment to the
North Adams Board of License Commissioners for a term to expire June 1, 2027.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson it was VOTED: to
accept the reappointment by yea and nay vote; 6 yeas, no nays.

11,963 Mayor’s communication #31 recommending Michael Goodson for appointment to
The North Adams Board of License Commissioners for a term to expire June 1,
2027.

The Mayor spoke on behalf of Mr. Goodson. On the motion of Councilor Blackmer, seconded by
Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED: to approved the recommendation by yea and nay vote; 6 yea,
no nays.

11,964 Mayor’s communication #32 recommending Kyle Hanlon for reappointment to
The North Adams Redevelopment Authority for a term to expire June 1, 2025.

On the motion of Councilor Blackmer, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED: to
approve the recommendation by yea and nay vote; 6 yeas, no nays.

11,883-2 Mayor’s communication #33 to amend the FY 2021 compensation plan for Police,
Fire, and Public Service departments.

Without objection, the President moved to file the communication.

11, 883-2 An ordinance to amend the FY 2021 compensation plan for Police, Fire, and
Public Service departments.

The Mayor reiterated that this negotiation would be retro-active to the contract from the previous
fiscal year. President LaForest stated this required is required to be passed to a second reading
and published as required by law. On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor
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Blackmer, it was VOTED: to accept the amendment by yea and nay vote, he motion passed with
and an aye and nay vote, 6 yeas, no nays.

6,150-1 Mayor’s communication #34 to amend the Airport Commission Ordinance,
Chapter 2, Article XIX, Section 2-108.

Without objection, the President moved to file the communication.

6,150-1 An ordinance to amend the Airport Commission Ordinance, Chapter 2, Article
XIX, Section 2-108.

On the motion of Councilor Blackmer, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED: to
pass to a second reading and publish as required by law. On the motion of Councilor Harpin,
seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED: to amend the original motion to include sending
the ordinance to General Government with a return to the meeting of June 8, 2021. It was
approved by yea and nay vote; 6 yeas, no nays.

11,965 Mayor’s communication #35 presenting a proclamation in support of Pride
Month.

Without exception, the President moved to file the communication, and invited comments from
the Mayor. The Mayor read the Proclamation for Pride Month into the record, declaring the
month of June Pride Month in North Adams.

11,968 Communication submitted by City Clerk Cathleen King recommending the
Appointment of Marcus Lander to the position of Assistant City Clerk.

The Clerk spoke in support of Mr. Lander’s appointment. On the motion of Councilor Harpin,
seconded by Councilor Blackmer it was VOTED: to accept the appointment by yea and nay vote;
5 yeas, I nay, no abstentions Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, LaForest, and Oleskiewicz
voted yay; Councilor Wilkinson voted nay. No abstentions.

The President invited comment during Open Forum. Seeing none, the agenda moved to Mayor’s
concerns. The Mayor addressed the forest fire in WilliamstownlClarksburg, stating that the
firefight was ongoing, but that it was substantially contained. The Mayor also addressed the fire
on Ashland Street. Multiple fire departments responded. Due to the heavy smoke, the EPA has
done air quality testing, reporting no significant air quality risks. Ashland Street has reopened.
Another briefing will follow.

The Mayor noted the May 29, 2021 lifting of COVID restrictions as ordered by the Governor.
Face covering orders for vaccinated residents will be lifted, and summer and fall events in North
Adams will be announced. City offices will be open to the public as of June 1, 2021, operating
under summer hours. Unvaccinated residents must wear masks. The Mayor recommends people
continue to make appointments, and reminds people that the dropbox and phone are also still
useful in conducting city communications.
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There were no committee reports or minutes.

Councilor Harpin thanked the Mayor, fire department, and public services for their efforts
fighting the fire on Ashland Street. The Councilor also addressed incorrect signage at Harriman
West Airport, name for Lottie Harriman, the first female Councilor in North Adams, later the
first female council president. The Councilor would like to see the signage corrected.

Councilor Blackmer announced that the Steeple Cats would be playing this summer, with the
first home game on June 5, 2021. There is also a seedling swap Saturday, May 29, 2021, the
Fanner’s Market will return on June 5, 2021 9-1 pm, and Coffee in the Parklet begins on Friday,
June 4, 2021.

Councilor Wilkinson requested that the City Council begin to meet in chambers again. The
President stated that this would happen as of June 8, 2021.

Councilor Bona emailed draft minutes to all councilors with the minutes from the two Public
Service meetings. The Public Service committee will meet one more time, sending information
regarding fines and fees to the Finance Committee.

Councilor Oleskiewicz offered additional thanks to the fire crews for the fire on Ashland Street,
especially to former Chief Moranti. The Councilor acknowledged new Council President.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED: to
adjourn the meeting at 8:53 pm.

A True Record
Attest,

City Clerk
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